
  

The Catholic University of America Recruiting F.A.Q. 

Q: What level does Catholic University of America (CUA) ice hockey play? 
 
A: CUA ice hockey is a member of the American Collegiate Hockey Association (ACHA) and 
plays at the Division III level in the Delaware Valley Collegiate Hockey Conference (DVCHC). 
The DVCHC is comprised of many teams. Notable: University of Maryland, John Hopkins, 
Salisbury, Rutgers, Shippensburg and more. Visit http://mens.dvchchockey.org/ for more 
information. 

 
Q: Are there athletic scholarships available for players of the hockey team, or does the team 
have any say in the admissions process? 

 
A: The CUA ice hockey team is non-varsity meaning there are no scholarships available for the 
team. In fact, financial assistance from the team’s funds to any player is a severe violation of 
ACHA rules. No member of the CUA hockey team (coaches or players) has an official 
attachment to the CUA admissions office or financial aid office, and thus has no influence on 
those processes. 

 
Q: What levels of hockey do CUA players typically come from? 

 
A: Over the years CUA has had players of all levels and experience. However, many of our 
current players have played juniors, varsity high school as well as AAA, AA, and A travel 
hockey. 

 
Q: What requirements must a CUA student meet to play on the team? 

 
A: The ACHA dictates that players must be enrolled in 9 credits as an undergrad or 6 credits as a 
graduate student and working towards a degree (the credit requirement is waived in the final 
semester of obtaining a degree). In addition, they must hold a cumulative GPA of 2.0. Having 
played professional or NCAA hockey, or for another ACHA program, can impact your eligibility 
to play at CUA – and we are happy to review the cases of any prospective players who would 
like to play if you supply us with the pertinent information. Furthermore, while all registered 
students are able to tryout and practice, game spots are competitive and require a successful 
tryout (players entering the team mid-season can attend a practice to try out). 

 
Q: What is the time commitment for the team? 

 
A: Currently the team practices twice a week a week and plays 1-2 games a week (20+ games 
per season including tournaments and playoffs). Games begin in late September and run until 
mid-February. The team breaks for holidays and final exams. In terms of game travel, players 
can expect 3-4 long travel weekends throughout the season, Though not required, players who 



are interested in maintaining a spot on the team are encouraged to work out on their own, namely 
in the university-provided weight room (which is free to all students). 

 
Q: How does CUA travel to away games? 

 
A: The team utilizes University vehicles to caravan together for all practices, home and away 
games. 

 
Q: Can a CUA hockey coach come to see me play? 

 
A: As all of the CUA coaches have full-time employment outside of the team, it is uncommon 
for a coach to travel to observe a single player, unless within a reasonable travel distance. 
Prospective players are encouraged to contact a member of the coaching staff if they have 
additional questions about the program. 

 
Q: Can I meet a CUA coach or player? 

 
A: Absolutely. CUA coaches and players are typically available to speak to prospective players 
and often have information on the school and the hockey program on hand. In addition, 
representatives from the CUA hockey team attend the annual Washington Capitals College Fair 
at the Verizon Center, as well as club sports information sessions held on CUA’s campus. 
Prospective players are also encouraged to attend CUA games and visit CUA’s campus. With 
some advance notice, meetings can be arranged around those events. And of course, the coaching 
staff is always available to answer questions via e-mail at wjohnston@cuaicehockey.com . 

 
Q: Can women play on the team? 

 
A: The team is considered co-ed, although the team plays in an ACHA men’s division and thus 
plays by men’s rules (namely body checking is allowed). Games as well as practices feature such 
contact, but any women willing to play in that environment are welcomed to try out and play. 
 
 
 
For any more information please visit our website at www.cuaicehockey.com or email the head 
coach at wjohnston@cuaicehockey.com 


